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nomena are capable of being thus treated in the
present state of the science, and it is to such general
aspects that I propose to confine myself.

The word science has been variously defined.
Etyrnologically it signifies, of course, simply know-
ledge. But it is admitted that there may be know-
ledge that is not science, and the most common
definition of science is "methodized knowledge."
I prefer a somewhat different form of expression,
which may not after all differ from this in any fun-
damental respect. I believe that science is properly
confined to an acquaintance with the laws of phe-
nomena, using that expression in the broadest sense.
All phenomena take place according to invariable
laws whose manifestations are numerous and mani-
fold. A mere knowledge of these manifestations is
not science. Knowledge only becomes scientific
when the uniform principle becomes known which
will explain all the manifestations. This principle
is the law.

But we can go a step farther back. A law is only
a generalization from facts, i.e., from phenomena,
but these do not take place without a cause. The
uniformity which makes such a generalization possi-
ble is in the cause. But a cause can be nothing else
than a force. This force acts upon the material basis
of phenomena and renders it apparent. As all force
is persistent, the phenomena it causes will necessarily
be uniform under the same conditions, and will change
in the same way under like changes in the conditions.